WEEK 5 PLEDGE SUNDAY

My all to thee dedicating,

Accept my offering today.

Over the past month we have looked at our commitment to God, particularly as it relates to our time, talents and treasures. 

What is it that God requires of us?

Our searching of the Old Testament has shown us that the Jewish people followed an elaborate system of offering sacrifices as well as the giving of their tithe. These offerings were on top of the tithe. The tithe did not include them. They were additional to the tithe.

In Hosea 6:6 we read “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.” When we look at the preceding verses, we see God saying 

“What can I do with you, Ephraim?

 What can I do with you, Judah?

 Your love is like the morning mist,

 Like the early dew that disappears.” (Hosea 6:4).
God is indicating that the people are more concerned with following His laws out of a sense of duty rather than from any sense of love for Him. Their love for God was conditional upon what God could do for them. God’s love is unconditional. 

Jesus used Hosea 6:6 in replying to the Pharisees’ question “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”. Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ’I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:11-13).
The prophet Micah said “With what shall I come before the Lord

and bow down before the exalted God?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

with ten thousand rivers of oil?

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

He has showed you, O man, what is good.

And what does the Lord require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:6-8).

Some people might interpret each of these passages to mean that God is more interested in the way we live than what we give him. Indeed someone could even decide that God doesn’t want us to give Him anything. These verses do indicate that God wants us to show love to those we have contact with. The requirement of God was “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Humble people generally understand the need to give themselves completely to God. Walking humbly with God will mean wanting to show our love to God. Can you imagine telling someone you love them but never giving them anything or showing it in anyway? 

Do you think they would believe you?

Giving to God 

Do you remember the story of Jesus rebuking the Pharisees who, despite their strict observance of the tithe, ignored basic principles of godly living? Jesus suggested that they should have exercised justice, mercy and faithfulness as well as tithing. Their fault was that they had become caught up in following ritual, rather than living the life of God in showing love to others.

There is also the story of the woman who anointed Jesus with expensive perfume. Whilst people condemned Jesus for mixing with sinners, and condemned the woman for waste, Jesus told them “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” (Lk 7:47).

This woman responded to God’s love by showing great love to Jesus. We may call her response extravagant, but Jesus saw her action as a sign of love. How do we respond to the extravagant love of God?

We can respond to God’s love by following His commands.  Like the woman we need to give to God. What do we need to give to God? For the last month we have looked at what the Bible teaches about the giving of our time, talents and treasure. We have focussed on the tithe.

Paul wrote, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.” (Romans 12:1).

Here we become the sacrifice or offering, rather than offer one. 

The story is told of the boy who went regularly to Church with his Grandma. As a reward for good behaviour, Grandma always gave him a dollar to buy an ice cream. One day Grandma was unwell and unable to go to Church. She gave the boy two $1 coins; one for the offering plate and one for an ice cream.  As he walked to Church he continually threw one of the coins in the air and caught it. Unfortunately, just as he threw the coin in the air, a dog ran past and distracted him. He dropped the coin, and to his dismay he saw it roll down the drain. He began to pray, “O God, I’m so sorry to have lost your dollar”.

The story is also told of the Salvation Army Officer who sought to convince one of his soldiers that she ought to give more of herself to God. After enjoying a cup of tea, he offered the young woman the dregs to drink. As she recoiled in amazement and horror, he asked if she was not treating God in the same way, offering Him the leftovers or dregs of her life.

Are we offering God ourselves in response to His love? Or are we offering Him the leftovers of our lives? Have we each made a worthy offering of ourselves in response to both God’s love and the teaching we have received? This is not just about our financial giving. It is about our whole life. Please join with me in dedicating our all to God again; our total self, service and substance.   
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